outhwest Virginia has abouwt as
much maulical emlition as. say,
Koanaas, bl il was there that Mike
Toslin=on ' Fn;|:~'.-\.'i1'|:|!| Tor ['.'I|'r|: Hivm |1{'Eq"l1l. Mg
boy he read Books ahout sailors and explorers,
nomadic peoples and farmway places, «ome-
times iagining he was on a Spanish galleon as
T slosdied an the steeam behimd his hoose.
“Cape Hor first came loome,” Johnson said,
“when 1 oread about a Frenchman whe disap-
preangd o1 =ea. Hie sad, “For anyong whoe knows
the sea, there's a place you must go o and it's
nol necessary Lo wiention that place by name.™
Jolmsam began tesail in eamest when he was
in his 205 As the years passad and his miles sl
sea multiplicd, soodid Bis Tsciation witl ihe
Hom, He remd everything he could about this
st desolute of rocks that marks the tp of
South Americi Ele read about Drake’s Passage,
ihe treacherons walerway of unceasing cold aml
sty jeehorgs where thousands of miles of open
oocan and wind converge (o create a devilish
siphon. He pead abwan the Schouten brros s,
whi gli;t-;_'lﬁ'q'c[{_‘l;‘l andd peumed] e Hown e 1616,

et M4 il e Eals meed jlye vpise bl

I1It1:'.i_::.. 1-.-h:1 wller Do mo :I||1-: af irying 1o enter
e Pacitie, was foreed ta sz 60 aroomd e werld
the ather way Lo peach his Jestination. He read
ahoant tntreddd small hoat sailors like Miles
sameelon, Jernand Molessier and 1he lirst
yachisman (o round the Horm, Al EIJ;IHHE'IH. who
perished on the coast of Chile abier his fean
Through his reading, Johnson became aware of
the potential for death for those wha confront
the Homg overithe past four cenfunies, thou-
eande of sailors §ave died it walers,

“You don't [Mve to resd moch,” Jolmson
sald, “10 come o references 1o Cape Hom
as the *Everest ol “ilors.” The reading is so hor-
rfic, for a long urhe 1 didn't imagine mysz|f
doamg "

Yet, the Hom never strayed Tar from his mimd.
The more he sailed and met ocean voyagers. the

They spoke of rounding ‘the hard
way'—that is, rounding from easl o
west, against ferocious winds and
currents. One old seaman stated that
unless you rounded that way, you
didn't round at all.

mone he resd and contemplated, the moe the
iden crossed from yearning o necessily,

In 1983 Johnson seized an opporunity (o
rourd] the Horm  from wes) (o east as crew
aboard the schooner Lo Sio The boal sur-
vived o severe knockdown and sicering pem

34 SAILING « 190 MARCH

Mike Johnson

Cape Horn
the hard way

failure bt made it around to Mar del Plata,
Argentina. The following year, Johnson attended
a British Cape Homer Association meeting in
Ausiralia, where old-timers told of rounding the
Horn in the early 19792 aboard square-riggers,
They spoke of rounding “the hard way™—ithat is,
roumding from east 1o west, agamst lerocus
winids and currents. One old seaman sted that
unbess you rounded that way, you didn’t round w
all. Bom with an adventurer’s soul, Johnson
hegan o think of rounding the Hom the way
they did,

Ower the next pwe years, be planned his retum
o the Hor, He would skipper Iis own boat and
wioklld rosend the “hard way.” He would “double
the Horm™ as the square-niggers hod, =ailing
nenstop from S0 deperees couth in e Atlantc (o
A0 degrees south n the Pecific. And he would do
soowilh only & sextant fer navigation, a Barome-
ter For weather and canvas and rope for power. In
front of witnesses, e would disconnect and seal
his propeller shaft beforehond, rendenng his
enging useless for the vovage,

In March 1989, Johnson and two crewmam-
Bers departed lrom Rio de Bngire on Ao, s
Blick-lulled Weseqail 32, '|'|'||_'}" nexl  towehed
land B35 days later on Easter Island in the Pacific,
It took 25 days o dowble the Hom, pounding
i gale affer gule, through freczing eain and
sleet, seas washing over ihe decks, in consian

i

)

v etf

Vi s

Capt Marm weleran Alike Jalknzon
Baids the hand-canved titor of
Algsa, ihe bisck-futed 1 saalt I
whilch ook him areynd i crtinous
headlamnd=fram the exsl lo Mo
wirsi=in 1588

danger of Dheing rolled or
pitchpoled or diives onlo lee
shores. Mol once did they
catch a glimpse of ihe leg-
endary rock,

“Ics an otherworld!™ anes,”
Johnson said, “The water
Tooked black, dnk, forehod-
ing, momdy. 11 womhd be easy
down there o believe in
ghnsis rising up, sea dragons.
1 felt we were onis crawling
across the anvil of the gods,
expecling o hmmer o come
o ey e

AL ane senpil, alier severai
bleank weeks ol sCa
progress, ar s crewimenbes
aunggaste B odney el
furm Daick,  aosiussen  insisted
that a5 long as they had sulli-
cieol Dood amd a working
wessel they s ok senin Lo
o the vovige. They perse-
vered 1o become the Tazi drop in the long inckle
of courageous manners wha oousded the Hom
owver (e last four cenluries,

“Having gome bath ways,™ he savzs, ©1 don't
think the voyages compare. West (o east,_he
current’s always going in the right direction. If
you ke Me sails down and can survive, you 18
going 1o gel around. The other way, you're
acutely aware that if you're not violently beating
into these winds and weather and seqs, you're
poing backwards and every minute backwards is
grosumd you"ve got to regain,”

Many times during the ordeal Jolnsosn won-
dered 06 they would secceed, bt be mever
chosbvied! it the risks were _ifu:l;'tﬁn_'d_

M= |.h|']!l-|.‘v|'|p|1.' LARH T ul.]‘:-,:r‘i-e.rlp.;m: il Vi Lillie
cowl [0 themselves,” he saidd, “l‘:l:,"l:IE:lIH wehio £ua o
Anturctics on a big eruise ship are being inscit-
el B iI'||.‘I'r_'|.!i.|.1-|:|-' lestile 1;||1.'i||.:||||:1|.'||[ i H
pamdess, almoest nsk-free manner, Mmoot
knocking those people, but there's & certain lack
of validity to that experience because it's oo
casy, If something is difficulr w achieve, vou've
carned the right 1o be on i spod of the canh,™

By any staedard, Mike Johnson s cuwnmwed
his ploce in the history of Cape Hom. In recog-
mition of his remarkable vovige, the Brtigh
Oleean Crutsing Club awirded him s highest
beonor, the Baron Cop. Not bad for 4 suy from
souiliwest Wirgini.



